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Calendar of Events Wildlife Sightings
What’s in your backyard?  Send it along to the RCN. A complete listing of all department, committee, commission, and board 

meetings is posted on the Town’s website, www.royalston-ma.gov .

Time to wear orange in the woods.  Hunting seasons begin  October 2  
with Youth Deer Hunt Day .

October 3 - 9 99th anniversary of Fire Prevention Week.  
This year’s theme is “Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety”, and it 
centers on educating everyone to recognize the various sounds of 
alarms – the difference when smoke, carbon monoxide, and radon 
detectors go off, or when intermittent chirping or beeping clues 
you in it’s time to change batteries.

October 6  Wednesday
7:05 a.m.  New Hunter’s Moon

October 8  Friday
6:30 - 8:30 pm Forum to discuss possible sites for Town of-
fices, including the Raymond Bulding and  Whitney Hall at 
Town Hall, Second Floor.  Learn the facts and express your views.  

October 17  Sunday
Indian cooking workshop with chef Nalini. 
If you were signed up for the original class and 
are interested in being in the new class, please 
contact the Library.  978-249-3572

October 23  Saturday
7 - 8 pm  Candlelit living his-
tory tours of Olde Center Cemetery on Roy-

alston Common . Meet at Old School House #1, the Royalston 
Historical Society Museum.  (Tours leave approx every 20 min..)  
It is not a “haunted cemetery”.  Instead, visitors will encounter the 
lives behind the headstones.   Dress for the weather.  Hot drinks 
and refreshments served.  Free.  Donations appreciated.  

October 29 Friday
7 pm Turkey Raffle. Royalston Fish and Game Club

October 31   Sunday  
Halloween
5:00 - 6:30 p.m. Trick-or-treating.  
Library open for treats.

Royalston Police will be hosting Trunk-
or-Treat on the Common and  the Park 
in the South Village.  Residents are en-
couraged to decorate their cars.

Hemlock loopers:  It 
is hard not to notice the 
reddish, defoliated hem-
lock trees, especially in 
the north and east sec-
tions of town.  This is 
the work of very hungry 

caterpillars, called hemlock loopers.  According to the Maine De-
partment of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, there is not 
much to be done, and the outbreak will pass within 2 - 6 years 
when populations will decline dramatically just like they emerged- 
dramatically  Some trees will not withstand the stress and many 
will lose branches.  If there is 90% defoliation, the tree will likely 
die.    This looper will eat the needles of any native conifer, but 
hemlocks, balsam, and white spruce are most at risk.  Pesticides 
are not recommended as they will kill the caterpillars of all of our 
native butterflys and moths, not just these loopers. 
drawing: Moth in the adult stage of the hemlock looper by D. 
Gordon E. Robertson 

White-tailed deer: 
Elisabeth Cassinari sub-
mitted,  “This beauti-
ful mama, White-tailed 
Deer, guarded her two 
spotted babies well as 
they fed in the remnants 
of this farmers squash 
field. I remained at a 
distance and was able to 
watch this little family 
forage for over thirty minutes. There is a certain awe in letting 
nature unfold --you never know what you might see”.

Mary Barclay confirmed the obvious with this submission.  There 
are a lot of wild turkeys about right now.  

Turkeys

Honeybees:  2021 has been a bumper year, even when no bee-
keepers are nearby.  As our pollinators are behind much of our 
food supply, this is good news indeed.  



Page 2  Royalston Community Newsletter October 2021

Greetings from the Royalston Fire Department,
 The Fire Department has remained busy with several recent large 
trainings and numerous calls for service. In the month of August, 
the fire department responded to 20 calls for service, 8 were medi-
cal emergencies and 1 mutual aid response with the tanker truck to 
Winchendon to provide water at a large outside fire. There was one 
search for a lost person, 8 service calls, 1 small brush fire, and one 
fire alarm call. The Fire Department took part in a water supply 
drill in Petersham where the recently repaired Engine 3 and our 
tanker worked with 9 other fire departments and 13 total apparatus 
to shuttle water from two separate bodies of water to a site where 
Engines were set up to draft water from portable tanks to simulate 
a large structure fire. Our Engine 3 provided water from a pond 
in Petersham to fill tankers, and our tanker made eight trips from 
the fill site. In this drill, it  was able to provide a sustained 1200 
gallons per minute at the Petersham Center School. The Fire De-
partment also trained at the St Laurent Campground, using the dry 
hydrants in place to protect the campground and members were 
able to refresh  skills on providing water from static sources. The 
Fire Department also installed smoke detectors at three homes in 
Royalston, using detectors donated by the American Red Cross.
 
I am pleased to announce the Royalston Fire Department was re-
cently awarded a matching $2,000 grant from the Mass. Dept. of 
Conservation and Recreation, which will be used for replacing 
brush firefighting gear for 11 members who have gear in need of 
updates. This will allow most of our members to have compliant 
brush firefighting gear, which consists of a helmet, long sleeve fire 
resistant shirt, pants and gloves.
 
Members of the Fire Department along with the Royalston Police 
Department were on hand to greet returning students at RCS on 
Wednesday, August 25.  We also conducted a fire drill at RCS on 
Friday August 27th. It was nice to see the excitement of the chil-
dren going back to school.
 
The Fire Department holds training on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Mon-
days of the month and anyone interested in joining can stop by on 
any of those training nights or call the fire station at 978-249-8138 
to make an appointment, or email the Chief at chiefrfd@royalston-
ma.gov.  The Fire Department has grant funding to send 10 mem-
bers to Firefighter 1 and 2  training to become certified firefighters 
and we still have a few spots available.
 
Stay Safe,
Chief Eric Jack

Selectboard Notes
Christine Long, clerk
Whither Town Offices? The Raymond Building, Whitney Hall 
or some other solution – which provides the best solution to our 
desperate need for town offices?

The Select Board invites residents from all sections of town – the 
Center and east, west, north and south – to attend an informational 
and brainstorming session about that question, to be held Friday, 
October 8, from 6:30-8:30 pm in the beautiful second floor of 
Town Hall – ride the elevator up!  

Some key numbers: Current estimates indicate that the Raymond 
will cost about $1.9 million while the Whitney would need about 
$3.4 million. Either proposal will require a debt exclusion, so the 
board wants to ensure that residents have an opportunity to receive 
information, ask questions, and hear the thoughts of others.

Given the unpredictability of the Covid pandemic in our area, at-
tendees should come to this meeting prepared to wear a mask re-
gardless of vaccination status.

Whither Town Roads? Many know that the plan for this year’s 
use of Chapter 90 money was targeted to Neal Rd. and Northeast 
Fitzwilliam; everyone knows about the damage to roads caused by 
a major rain event in July. 

Two of those roads pose major concerns. Blossom St. was com-
promised in an area where potable water lines serving all of the 
homes on Blossom, as well as the sewer main leading to the treat-
ment plant, pass under the road. Further damage to this road could 
result in a major threat to the proper treatment of wastewater and 
enormous daily fines imposed by state and/or federal environmen-
tal agencies.

Warwick Rd. north of the Rte. 68 intersection (Rte. 32) is the other 
major concern, closed to all but automobile traffic, forcing buses 
and trucks into long detours. 

As we reported last month, Emergency Management Director Jim 
Barclay is pursuing funding to address the immediate problems 
on these and other roads, as well as the long-term solution, and 
DPW Superintendent Keith Newton is pursuing a grant that would 
provide both the engineering study and the remediation of Blos-
som St.

In the meantime, however, Keith asked the Select Board for guid-
ance on whether to go forward with the Chapter 90 projects or hold 
off.  All agreed to hold off on spending the Chapter 90 funds as a 
kind of insurance policy for repairs should other money not come 
through. 

Job Opening. The Select Board is seeking a new town custodian 
to care for Town Hall and Whitney Hall, 10-12 hours a week, $15 
per hour. A full job description is available from the Select Board 
(bos@royalston-ma.gov), and the application is available on the 
town website (royalston-ma.gov) in the News section. Applica-
tions are due by October 8.

Royalston Police Dept. Receives Grant
The Police Department was awarded a Municipal Road Safety 
Grant for FY22 in the amount of $5,560 for traffic and pedestrian 
saftey initiatives.
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Board of Health Phil Leger, chair person
Unfortunately, Covid has not gone away. Royalston and surrounding towns are in the middle of a surge. We currently have 11 cases when 
we had zero most of the summer. Unvaccinated individuals continue to drive this current increase.  With schools open and folks going to 
events, the Delta variant is taking its toll. There have been reported deaths at local hospitals and ICU rooms have been full. Please, please, 
please if you want this pandemic to end, get vaccinated. It’s the only way out. Most pharmacies have both 2 shot and 1 shot available and 
it’s easy to book online.
Reminder the COA and RBOH will be sponsoring a flu clinic at town hall October 13th 10-11:30.  There will be senior high dose avail-
able. Thanks to Gary Winizter for organizing this event and Athol Pharmacy and Wachusett Medical Reserve Corps for staffing. 

Reusable shed is now open and being curated by a volunteer.  Thank you Alan. Please check in with him prior to leaving stuff there. Please 
do not drop off broken items. Also, maintain social distancing while inside .

Cases of West Nile Virus, a mosquito bourne disease,  are up across Mass. Until there is a hard frost this virus will be a concern. Clean 
your gutters, empty stagnant water around your house, fix your screens, and wear long sleeves and pants when going out, especially at  
dusk and  dawn. 

Royalston Emergency Management 
Director Jim Barclay, e-mail ema@royalston-ma.gov or 978-249-2904 Royalston Flu Clinic 2021

Council on Aging News
Gary Winitzer
The annual Seasonal Flu Vaccination Clinic is scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 13th from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the Town Hall, 
13 on The Common. The clinic, sponsored by the Royalston Coun-
cil on Aging, is free of charge and is for Royalston residents who 
are 18 years of age or older. Health insurance is not required. How-
ever, if you have insurance, please bring your card. This year’s flu 
shot contains vaccines for the influenza A H1N1 and H3N2 and 
the influenza B/Washington virus and the influenza B/Phuket vi-
rus. Pneumonia vaccines, Prevnar 13 (PCV13) and Pneumovax 23 
(PPSV23), will also be available, and Fluzone® High-Dose vac-
cine for those over 65.

For the safety of all, this year’s clinic will be conducted in the 
Assembly Hall (second floor) at the Town Hall. Everyone partici-
pating must wear a mask or face covering. Participants will en-
ter through the rear door and be pre-screened.  After successful 
screening, participants will go to second floor by stairs or elevator 
and then , complete paperwork. Next, the vaccine will be admin-
istered. Afterwards,  you can enjoy a snack or proceed to receive 
a Grab N Go meal or join us for lunch in first floor dining room. 
Forms can be downloaded from Royalston’s website: www.Roy-
alston-ma.gov

Vaccines will be provided by Athol Pharmacy, 290 Main Street in 
Athol. Assistance will be provided by Royalston Board of Health,  
Royalston Fire & EMS and the Wachusett Medical Reserve Corps.

To join us for  the Wednesday Luncheon (Chicken Drummer, but-
ternut squash, mixed vegetables and a fruit cup for dessert), please 
call Betty Woodbury at 978-249-9656 before 5 PM on Monday, 
October 12th.

      Coronavirus Status:  FACTS are found at www.cdc.gov  and/
or www.mass.gov; social media sites are NOT reliable sources of 
FACTS!
    The entire U.S. (except California) is currently classified by 
CDC data as, “Very High Transmission Rates” of COVID-19.  Lo-
cally, Heywood Hospital is struggling to keep up with the surge of 
COVID-19 in-patients.  One provider referred to the Tully Walk-In 
urgent care as “COVID-Central.”  #1.  If you haven’t, go get that 
shot in your arm!  #2.  Vaccinated or not, steer clear of crowds in 
enclosed spaces!  #3.  Regardless of your vaccination status, wear 
a mask if you’re indoors, and even if you’re in close proximity to 
others outdoors.  The longer we continue to “share” this virus, the 
more likely we are to see variants that will require boosters or new 
vaccines.  Keep up on Massachusetts and Worcester County trans-
mission rates at https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-
view .
    Prep for sheltering in place:  If you haven’t already, it’s past 
time to get your “Pandemic Pantry” stocked, and it’s now time 
to get your storm supplies put by.  Try to keep enough food and 
medicine (don’t forget the pets), and beverages in case you need 
to stay home for a few days... or a ten-day quarantine.  Make sure 
you have some fun stuff, too – a fresh deck of cards, a cribbage 
board with all the pegs, game boards with all the pieces, maybe a 
couple of jigsaw puzzles – they can make staying at home more of 
a vacation than a punishment.
    Cybersecurity Month:  October is the 18th annual National Cy-
bersecurity Awareness Month – and this year’s theme is “Do Your 
Part. #BeCyberSmart”. The sponsor’s website, www.StaySafe-
Online.org has weekly content designed for individuals and fami-
lies to learn about the newest threats to our personal information.  
Another page, www.CISA.gov (The Cybersecurity & Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency) provides even more resources, including a 
way to engage a speaker for your workplace or civic organiza-
tion.  These groups all teamed up with the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security in 2004 to help individuals be alert to threats to 
their personal data.  Especially with children having access to the 
internet – even very young children – it is vital that parents keep 
a close eye on what’s going on with the various devices available 
to children when they’re at home, at school, and at friends’ homes.

Preparedness beats panic every time.  Be informed.  Make a plan.
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Phinehas S. Newton Library News
Kathy Morris, Library Director

Trustees: Jeffrey Mangum, Jennifer Basso, Theresa Quinn
Open and pick up hours:  Mondays 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. ; Thursdays  1:00 - 5:00 p m . and 6:30 - 8 p.m. ;

 Saturdays: 9:00 am-12 noon
978-249-3572  www.royalstonlibrary.org

   

Donations to the Friends - Thank you! 
Bobbi and Tim Bachelder and Avery
Leslie and Tom Freudenheim
The Santillo family
George (Buddy) Dyer
Nancy and James Melbourne

Trick-or-Treating at the Library
The Library will be open for trick-or-
treating on Halloween.  

Indian Cooking Class with Nalini - sign up
It’s been a long time coming, but we have finally rescheduled the 
Indian Cooking Class for Sunday, October 17 at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Town Hall.  Nalini Goordial, chef at Nalini’s Kitchen at the Quab-
bin Harvest Coop in Orange will be demonstrating preparation, 
seasoning, and details on preparing several Indian dishes.  Space 
is limited to 15 people so call or email the Library to sign up.  Pri-
ority will be given to those who signed up for the original class, 
scheduled for February 2020.  The program is funded by the Roy-
alston Cultural Council. 

Upcoming Programs:
Planning for the End 
with Brooke Coleman and Barbara Richardson
Let’s get together and start to think about how to help our loved 
ones know what we want when we die or while we are dying.  We 
will discuss different options for health care directives and after 
death options including home funerals and green burial.  We will all 
leave with a container for our papers and ideas so we can add to it.  
These issues are a part of life and planning relieves a burden from 
our families on second guessing our wishes.  The program will take 
place on Sunday, November 7 between 2:00 and 4:00 either at the 
Town Hall or the Library depending on the status of Covid regula-
tions.  Refreshments will be served.

Make Holiday Garlands
Join Barbara Richardson on Sunday, December 5 for a garland 
workshop.  Stay tuned for more information.  You can sign up by 
calling or emailing the Library.

Polish Paper Cutting
We had scheduled Susan Urban to do a Polish paper cutting pro-
gram but she has decided that she is not doing in-person classes 
until 2023.  Consequently, we are exploring the possibility of hav-
ing her present a zoom program with people attending in the Town 
Hall or Library or in their own homes.  We have hotspots that can 
be borrowed for those who cannot get online. I attended one of her 
programs on zoom and found it easy to follow as you are able to see 
exactly what she is doing.  We’ll keep you posted!

Art Exhibit
We have a delightful exhibit of paintings and photographs of ani-
mals with tails in conjunction with the Summer Reading Theme 
‘Tails and Tales’.   I would like to thank Sonja Vaccari, Kate Col-
lins, and Clarence Rabideau for stepping in on no notice to create a 
charming exhibit of animals with tails. Enjoy this collection during 
September and October.

Current and Upcoming Nature Trail Boards
The theme of the Summer Reading this year was Tails and Tales 
and we have created an educational nature trail board display 
based on one of our animals of the summer, the Red Eft, the juve-
nile form of the Eastern Red-spotted Newt.  The boards starting at 
the garden entrance curve around the back of the building telling 
the life story of this unique and intriguing salamander.  The boards 
contain copies of original art drawings of each life stage of the 
newt done by Amy Newland.

During October stop by the Library and pick up a booklet to help 
you identify the Trees of Royalston Common.  Gordon Morrison 
has sketched several of the trees on the common which have been 
combined with descriptions and information about each tree.  You 
can collect a leaf to press into your book and also make your own 
sketches.  You will be surprised by the diversity of trees on the 
common.  Try your hand at finding nine of the trees by picking up 
a scavenger hunt page.  The nature trail will be at the Library and 
provided permission is granted for a couple of weeks around the 
common at the base of many of the trees.  

Royalston Nature Trail Boards and accompanying materials are 
made possible by a grant to the Phinehas S. Newton Library 
through CARES Act funding to Federal Institute of Museum and 
Library Services as administered by the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners.
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Adult Fiction

Some of the new materials at your library

Children’s Nonfiction
Andrus, Aubre Amazing Science
Clanton, Ben Narwhal’s School of Awesomeness
Gove, Doris Red-Spotted Newt
Hale, Shannon Friends Forever
Tarshis, Lauren I Survived the Attacks of September 11, 2001

Children’s Fiction
Applegate, Katherine Willodeen
Brallier, Max The Last Kids on Earth and the Doomsday Race
Cushman, Abi  Animals Go Vroom!
Dean, Kimberly  Pete the Cat’s Groovy Imagination
Dooley, Norah  My Bad Bad Dog
Engle, Margarita  A Song of Frutas
Gauld, Tom The Little Wooden Robot and the Log Princess
Gibbs, Stu  Spy School at Sea
Hatch, Leanne  Unraveled
Higgins, Ryan  Norman Didn’t Do It!
James, LeBron  We Are Family
Larkin, J.K.  A Collection of Children’s Stories
Pennypacker, Sara Pax, Journey Home
Pierce, Lincoln  Big Nate: Aloha!
Snicket, Lemony  Poison for Breakfast
Tarshis, Lauren  I Survived the Galveston Hurricane, 1900
Timberlake, Amy  Egg Marks the Spot
Yaccarino, Dan  The Longest Storm 

Adult Non-Fiction
Philbrick, Nathaniel Travels with George
Prager, Joshua  The Family Roe
Resaendez, Andraes Conquering the Pacific
Roach, Mary  Fuzz
Wallace, Chris  Countdown Bin Laden

DVDs: 
The Boss Baby 2, The Conjuring, In the Heights, Mare of East-
town: Complete Limited Series, Peter Rabbit 2: The Runaway, 
Queen Bees, and The Truffle Hunters

Boyle, T.C.  Talk to Me
Cleeves, Ann  The Heron’s Cry
Clinton, Bill  The President’s Daughter
Cordova, Zoraida                The Inheritance of Orquidea Divina 
Groff, Lauren  Matrix
Hawkins, Paula  A Slow Fire Burning
Heller, Peter  The Guide
Hoang, Helen  The Heart Principle 
Jeffers, Honor  The Love Songs of W.E. B Du Bois
Jewell, Lisa  The Night She Disappeared 
Johansen, Iris  High Stakes
Johnson, Craig  Daughter of the Morning Star
Jones, Stephen  My Heart is a Chainsaw
Kasulke, Calvin  Several People are Typing
Kellerman, Jonathan The Burning
Lupica, Mike  Robert B. Parker’s Stone’s Throw
MCreight, Kimberly Friends Like These
McDermid, Val  1979
Mills, Kyle  Enemy at the Gates
Moriarty, Liane  Apples Never Fall
Ozeki, Ruth  The Book of Form and Emptiness
Penny, Louise  The Madness of Crowds 
Powers, Richard  Bewilderment
Robb, J.D.  Forgotten in Death
Rooney, Sally  Beautiful World, Where are You
Toibin, Colm  The Magician 
Whitehead, Colson Harlem Shuffle

Preschool Story Time has Returned
Brooke Coleman welcomes preschoolers and their caregivers on 
non-holiday Mondays at 10:00 at the Library for stories, crafts, 
play, and snacks.  This is a chance to connect with others who have 
small children.  The programs will be outdoors if the weather per-
mits.  

Young adult
Selznick, Brian  Kaleidoscope

Yoga with Jess
Join us Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall as we begin the 
fall with a new yoga instructor.  Jessica O’Claire, one of Charlotte 
Weltzin’s students, has taken over for Charlotte.  The class is a 
gentle community yoga for all levels.  Bring your own mat.  Spon-
sored by the Friends of the Library.

Reminder to Sign Up for Wowbrary
Want to see what is added to the collection each week?  Just go to 
Wowbrary.com and type in the zip code and it will bring up area 
libraries close to our zip code.  Select Phinehas S. Newton Library 
and receive a weekly email update which not only lists the new 
materials but gives summaries and reviews of all the books, audio-
books, and movies.  You can also customize your email to include 
the release dates of any new books by your favorite authors.

T-Mobile and Mobile Beacon Coolpad Hotspots Available
Thanks to a grant from the Massachusetts Board of Library Com-
missioners administered by the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, there are ten T-Mobile hotspots to borrow.  We also still 
have the Coolpad hotspots, which connect to Sprint towers.  Even 
though T-Mobile has bought Sprint, they currently connect to dif-
ferent towers and thus work differently in town. The Mobile Bea-
con hotspots seem to work better in South Royalston.  To see if a 
T-Mobile hotspot will work at your address visit:  https://maps.t-
mobile.com/.  This map will also let you know if it will work in-
side, in your car, or outdoors.  They will also work in Canada and 
Mexico if you happen to be traveling.
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Historical Society News
Peter Kraniak, president

Thanks to all who came out to the recent fun fall fair.  It was 
good to be together with old and new friends in the buttery light of 
Royalston’s September.  Thank you to the Agriculture Committee 
for bringing the animals and hay rides, to the Library for the dis-
plays and  beautiful tree scavenger hunt,  the Cultural Council for 
the coffee, photo ops and games, and all the people who schlepped 
their treasures to the Common for our upscale tag sale.   

Upscale Tag: Tables Folded and Tent Stored 
Twice this past season we setup a tent and sold our neighbors’ 
donated treasures in the hopes of raising funds for the ongoing res-
toration and preservation of the Royalston Historical Society. With 
the help of friends and neighbors who generously donated both 
treasures and time we raised over $1,200.00! Teamwork made the 
dreamwork and for that I am thankful! 
    With Gratitude,
    Michael Adams- Liebman 

Special Thanks:
Sonja Vaccari: for her donating 
“Pears in Repose” raffled off last 
May
Bob & Lorriane Casinghino: for 
use of their tent, van, time and pro-
fessional expertise
Steph McClure, Theresa Quinn, 
Kristie Schellie: for their time, 
energy and support 
Joe Liebman: Storage space, 
salesmanship and putting up with 
me
The Royalston Community 
Newsletter: for coverage and sup-
port
Athol Daily News: for front page 
coverage this past May and full 
color photo! 

I wish to thank Kay Schodek and her family as well 
as  Tom and Leslie Freudenheim for their gener-
ous donations toward restoring Old School House 
#1. The members of the community and beyond have 

been extremely supportive of  the Society and that shows that there 
is a pride in our community and its history. I hope that this support 
will continue so that we can continue to improve the building, the 
museum, and the Bastille fence. 

First Congregational Church of Royalston Outreach
Marion’s Food Pantry:  If anyone is in need or knows of 
someone in need within the Royalston community please let us 
know.  No one should be without food.  We can deliver to you or 
you can come in to pick out what is needed.

Weekly Meals:  We are also cooking meals and delivering them 
to anyone homebound, elderly, physically or medically challenged  
who could use a home cooked meal and some of God’s love.

Please contact:  Debbie Conrad (978)895-3505, Fred Hodgeman 
(978)894-4996, and Wendell Kathan (978)939-3990

This is part of the cast of the living history candlelit cemetery 
tours, sponsored by the Historical Society, from from a few years 
ago.  This October 23, come out to hear about who lived, who 
died and who is telling the story this season.  Everyone from Isaac 
Royall on up will be there.  Will you?  

Candlelit Cemetery Tours

North Quabbin Garden Club
Due to a local increase in covid cases, we were sorry to have to 
tentatively postpone our September presentation until  spring.

We hope, on October 21, Thursday at 7 pm, to have Curtis Noel 
of Noel’s Nursery at Tully Road in Orange as our speaker. He is 
part of a family business and will give us pointers on landscaping, 
walkways, hardscaping and some of his best practices for growing 
here in North Quabbin. Our co-president, Debbie Kent, is lucky 
to have several neighbors where Curtis has worked recently with 
small landscaping jobs and several walks she can admire. His 
knowledge and love for his work is evident in all he does.

Admittance is free and all are welcome.
Pauline Alldred, co-president
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Congratulations and good news
Graduates , newlyweds, reunions, pandemic babies... share the 
milestones here at the RCN!  This is your space.  

Subtle changes signal season shift.
Fall foggy morning fades into a blazing day.
Leaves show colored tips before their final turn.

It’s been so unreasonably wet 
that green
refuses to leave the scene.
Gardens that flourished days past,

have lost their glory now.
All little critters scamper to cram their pantries.
Squirrels energetically shell acorns while

chipmunks scamper, cheeks bulging
with seeds. Songbirds 
have gone silent, leaving

jays and crows to complain,
while wrens and swallows
wend their wings 
toward warmer climes.

So do some of us, 
while others stack firewood 
and put the garden to bed.

Soon time to tuck in, and
begin to 
lay low for winter coming.
Michael Young
current Royalston poet laureate

 The Royalston South Village Revi-
talization Group wishes to thank the 
many individuals who help make our 
1st Annual Picnic in the Park a huge 
success! A special THANK YOU to 
Ryan Hood, Erin Girouard, and Em-
ily Hall who donated their talents.  
Thanks to Luann Simula, Joyce Neale, 
and Marsha Charest for the Finnish 
pastry. Their donation will be used to 
purchase a bench for the park to honor 
the Finnish who helped settle the Vil-
lage.
 
Thank you also to the Town of Roy-
alston (Officer & cones), Village Store, 
Honest Weight Brewing, DARE table, 
Squire Farm Honey table and Ice 
Cream truck.  A 50/50 Raffle was held 
by Marlene Jarvenpaa and Linda Alg-
er.  Mary Barclay donated a handmade 
Scrapfghan which is on display at the 
Village Store for Raffle in November.  
($2 each or 3 for $5.)  Thanks to all 
who contributed to this event!

Recipe of the month
Gina Verelli brought this one to town, to the raves of everyone in her book 
group.  This crust is great for any savory tart.  Use it to make a yummy cherry 
tomato, basil, summer squash tart for summer potlucks or top it with fall fa-
voites in October like :
Savory butternut tart
CRUST:
1¾ cups all purpose flour
1/4 cup whole grain cornmeal
2 tablespoons granulated white sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup (1 stick) cold salted butter, cut into pieces
1/3 cup + 1 to 2 tablespoons buttermilk or plain yogurt
FILLING:
2 leeks or  1 large onion sauteed in olive oil with a sprinkle of sage and hot 
pepper flakes
1 1/2 cups 1” cubed butternut pre-baked so that it is starting to soften but holds 
its shape. 
1 cup cheese ( your choice - parmesan, fontina, feta,  blue or a mix of several 
all could work well.  )

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. In a medium bowl, combine the flour, corn-
meal, sugar and salt- whisk together. Add the butter and use a pastry cutter to 
cut it into the dry mixture (you can also do this step in a food processor). Keep 
cutting in the butter until your mixture is a mess of crumbs. Add 1/3 cup of but-
termilk and stir to combine. You’ll need to add 1 to 2 more tablespoons of but-
termilk to create a nice ball of dough.  You don’t want it to be wet, so don’t add 
too much liquid- just until it all comes together. If you’re doing this in a food 
processor, just drizzle in the buttermilk until the dough comes together in a ball. 
Place the ball of dough onto a large parchment-lined baking sheet and roll it into 
a 12 to 14-inch circle (it does not have to be perfect).  You are going for rustic.  

ASSEMBLE AND BAKE THE TART:
Sprinkle the leeks or onions around the middle of the rolled out crust, leaving 
about a 1½-inch border around the edge. Add cheese next, then butternut.. Gently 
fold edges over toward the middle, on top of the filling. Sprinkle fresh sage if you 
have it on top and a good dose of salt and pepper.  Bake for 45 minutes to 1 hour, 
or until the crust is golden brown and the cheese is bubbly. Let cool for about 15 
minutes, then slide the tart onto a cutting board, cut into slices and serve.

Picnic in the Park

Picnic in the Park Photo: Norah Dooley
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Village School
Rise Richardson, director
It’s outdoor time! Classes eat lunch and snack outdoors at the 
picnic tables and the fire circle.   Science classes are outdoors.  
Classes are hiking Camp Caravan trails, canoeing at Tully Lake, 
and doing tree and habitat studies in the woods.  Reading Buddies 
are building fairy houses together along the trail to the pond.  Our 
latest residents, 5 chickens, wander the playground in search of 
bugs and other treats, and greet the children at recess.

Upcoming events 
Thursday October 7    Kindergarten Reading Morning   8:30 to 
9:30.  Thinking of sending your child to the Village School?  Come 
in for a hands-on presentation on our engaging and fun Kinder-
garten Reading and Writing Curriculum.  It’s the start of children 
becoming lifelong readers.  Please wear a mask.

Saturday November 13   Open House   10 a.m. to 12 noon.  We are 
either in person or via Zoom.   Watch the home page of the website 
for updates.   www.villageschoolma.org 
Come meet the teachers, talk with parents, meet alumni, tour the 
new building, find out about our unique curriculum and get your 
questions answered!  Bring your children, they will enjoy activi-
ties in the classrooms just for them.  Preschool starts filling up for 
next year.    If in person, everyone wears masks.

Dean’s Beans Coffee Order   You can order fresh roasted coffee 
once a month through the Village School, ground or whole beans.  
Order online and pick it up in the hallway at the school the follow-
ing Friday.  Go to    https://www.villageschoolma.org/shop/       for 
coffee order due dates and to put in your order.

 Monty  Tech, Mary C Barclay, representative
Levels of community transmission of CO-
VID-19 (original and Delta Variant) are high 
throughout  the Monty Tech District.  Cur-
rent vaccination rates in many of the Cen-
tral Mass communities are still well below 

the 80% threshold to allow for schools to operate without a mask 
mandate.  Unless that 80% is met by the time you’re reading this, 
masking will need to continue until more are vaccinated.  In addi-
tion to continued masking, Monty Tech is offering the “Test and 
Stay” program that allows for students who have a documented 
“close contact” with a COVID-19 positive person to take an in-
school, rapid test for the five days following their exposure, and, 
if the test returns negative, they may stay, as long as they remain 
symptom-free.

    The third round of Career Technical Initiative grants brought 
in $165,000, and is underwriting no-cost training for adult learn-
ers in the Welding and HVAC/Oil Burner Technician trades. Each 
adult student will be provided with a 250-hour training program 
and opportunities to earn certifications necessary for immediate 
employment with program partners Spadafore Oil & Energy, Air-
Gas, MassHire, TFI TIM’S Fabricators, Inc., Fitchburg Welding 
Co., Inc., Brideau, and Huhtala Oil & Propane. 

    Monty Tech also received word its $30,000 Rapid Reemploy-
ment Grant (to train local healthcare workers) was increased from 
$30,000 to $45,000.  The extra funds will allow more adults to 
receive free training, with immediate employment upon success-
ful completion by program partners, including MassHire, GVNA 
HealthCare, Inc, Heywood Wakefield Commons, Sunrise Senior 
Living, and NextStep Healthcare.

    Two new rooftop units will better regulate temperatures in 
Graphic Arts, Engineering, and Electrical, and provide a more 
comfortable learning environment.  The Culinary Arts kitchen, 
Auto Tech lab and tool crib, and Advanced Manufacturing have 
all received many new pieces of equipment. State-of-the-art desk-
top computers have been installed in Information Technology, and 
student laptop carts in Engineering and Cabinetmaking have new 
“Related Education” software installed.  A “whole-school genera-
tor” will be installed this fall; the cement pad was readied during 
the summer.

     Monty Tech provided an intensive program on anti-racist class-
rooms, and creating safe and supportive learning environments for 
both students and staff. 

    The position of Royalston Representative to the Monty Tech 
School Committee will be open as of July 1, 2022.  If serving on 
the SchoolCom is of interest, please contact the Select Board.  If 
you have questions about the position or expected commitment, 
please contact Mary C. Barclay.
    

ARRSD Family and 
Community Center Now Open
A new community  center has opened 
at Athol HighSchool. It’s mission is 
to “create a family and community 
resource center to foster relationships 
with families, staff, and community 
members for the purpose of develop-

ing and enhancing our students’ academic, social and emotional 
success.”  There is also a food pantry that is open to all. No ID 
required.  The food pantry is accessed by the door on the Lake 
Ellis side of Athol High School.  It is open to all on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons.  

Preschool Storytime
at the library

10 am each Monday
Stories, socializing, songs, snacks and crafts

Free
Call the Library for more information
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Services Available
Royalston Dog Walker - I let the dogs out.  Call or text 978-340-2105 

Babysitter available.  Completed Red Cross Babysitter Training. 
Please call Hailey Dilg at 978-248-9828.

Photography Services: Events, portraits, weddings, horse and 
dog shows, and commercial photos. Visit www.snowheronstudios.
com  Call 978-249-8108 or 978-248-9454.

Horse Help! You and your horse may find an extra pair of hands, 
another pair of eyes & experience useful. I can assist at your 
horse’s home space or my farm, working with your equipment or 
mine. Book by the day. Call or text Suzanne: (978) 424-8580.

2 matted horse stalls available; round pen, arena, generous turn-
out, watchful care 24/7. Black Horse Farm is near Birch Hill Dam 
by horseback. $400 per month. Training  or any number of lessons 
$575 per month. Text Susanne at (978) 424-8580. Current email: 
cobbsuzanne4@yahoo.com.

Wildlife woodcarvings and hand-painted ornaments by Laurie 
Truehart. Three-dimensional, life-like carvings of various animals 
and habitat, and glass bulbs (singles or sets) featuring wild birds, 
ducks, other animals available.  In-stock, or custom-designs avail-
able.   Contact by Facebook messenger or text 978-939-3962.

Graphic digital artist. Websites, print materials - posters, flyers, 
brochures, business cards, etc. Also photo and slide scanning of-
fered. Barbara 508.364.3339 or brguiney@wildblue.net.

House cleaning.  4 hr - $60.00.  Royalston resident.  Call Fran:  
home  249-4596 or  cell  978- 895-0817.  

free:
Electric clothes dryer -works fine, but we are now using a clothes-
line.  Call 978-249-4904
for sale: 
Sweets from Teenie’s Sweet Shop:  A family owned Sweet 
Shop that bakes up large size cookies, brownies, whoopie pies, 
pocket pies, and many other sweet treats. All items made to or-
der. Special orders welcomed. 413-768-1614 email teeniessweet-
shop@gmail.com also on Facebook and Instagram

Rainbow Crown Bakery  custom-decorated cookies, by Erin Gi-
rouard of Royalston.  Check out Facebook “Rainbow Crown Bak-
ery” pictures, and at
https://www.etsy.com/shop/RainbowCrownBakery or call her at 
401-749-2424 to discuss the cookies of your dreams. 

Vermont Castings Vigilant wood burning stove. Great stove; 
in Royalston. $100. cash. U p/u.  Call or text David @ 617-593-
0056”

Laying hens. 20 week old Rhode Island Reds. $12/bird.
Call Sheila 978-249-2183

Custom thermal travel cups by Swank Kreations. Single pieces 
or sets; totally kool kids’s cups.   Krys and Keith Swan at swank-
kreations@gmail.com .

Fresh eggs and Royalston maple syrup  from  Putney’s Sugar-
house -$20/quart; Eggs $4/dozen.  Contact Jessica Putney Schanz 
at 978-939-3329 (cell); 978-249-248-8617; jessputney1989@
gmail.com

Sweetwater Sugar House at the LeRays’ has local syrup avail-
able. Call 978-249-3464.

Royalston Maple Syrup from  Divoll’s  sugar house. Prices: pints 
$12, quarts $20, half gallons $32 and gallons $55.  Text/ Call John  
978-894-5109.

Pork Cut Packages available.  Variety packs.  10 lbs- $55   20lbs- 
$100  Sausage also available for $4/ lb- breakfast, hot, sweet, and 
cajun.   Call Chet 978-895-6327

Fresh Eggs:  $3/dozen, are available when the cooler is at the end of 
the driveway at 185 North Fitzwilliam Road.  Contact Brenda Putney 
at 978-249-7787 to reserve eggs for pick-up.

Nature books and prints.  Commissions accepted.  Call Gordon 
Morrison at 978-249-2947. 

Firewood-  Green $195/ 170 cu feet. Call Jim Putney.  978-249-3379.

Mulch your garden. -  Fertilize by the load or by the bag from 
Black Horse Farm (978) 424-8580 or email   suzannagaits@gmail.
com

Birch Knoll Farm  - Hay for sale.    Contact Helen at 978-249-
3163 or 774-239-5062

Raw Squier Davis Farm honey
1 lb. jar $10.00, Self service on porch
Call if you want 2 lb. jar, $20.00, 978-249-4000.  We are on Route 
32 north just past mile marker 60

For sale

Classifieds
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The Small Signs
According to the calendar, summer ended on September 22. But 
for some time now, in the woods and on the roadsides, summer has 
been shifting gradually into fall. Watching for the small signs of 
change anchors me in both the present and the past. 

The shift in light is what I notice first. By mid-August, the af-
ternoon shadows have become long and deep. I remember our 
mother pointing to such shadows as proof that summer was over. 
She would say this with wistful resignation - a mother’s accep-
tance of yet one more thing out of her control. We children found 
this puzzling. To us, summer was in full swing. How could it be 
over? All these years later, I understand.  Our mother was noticing 
the small signs, paying little heed to what the calendar said. I can 
imagine how, even in summer, she must have been cataloging all 
that needed doing to prepare her family for the winter ahead. Now, 
in the evenings, I watch for the moment when the last glow in the 
west can no longer be considered daylight. Since mid-August that 
moment has come earlier and earlier. Our mother was right.

For several weeks now, the migrant birds have been leaving us, 
taking with them their bright colors, their boundless energy and 
their songs. The silence they leave is like a physical presence, bro-
ken only by the raucous calls of crows and blue jays. As a child I 
thought of crows as the birds of autumn, their raspy calls ringing 
out over our fields of milkweed and goldenrod. Now I wonder if I 
heard them so clearly because their voices were all that remained.

The exuberance of summer’s growth – relentless just a few weeks 
ago – has stopped. Every plant I see - tree, bush, grass – is focused 
on permanence, its waning strength given over to the production 
of seeds. The oaks drop bushels of acorns whose sharp report on 
our wood shed’s metal roof no longer startles me. Blossoms have 
become seed heads. Grasses wave long tassels heavy with seed. I 
stop to stroke their soft fronds and watch the seeds break free and 
drift away. As children, a walk through the fields left our pant legs 
coated with hitchhikers – sticky burrs, tiny seeds, fluffy puffs of 
down. As we picked each one off before entering the house our 
mother would tell us how happy the 
plants must be that we would carry 
their babies so far.

Our calendars mark this shift from 
season to season as if the line can be 
firmly drawn: yesterday summer, to-
day fall. But in the world around us, 
this shift happens gradually and ear-
lier than we might believe. It is in the 
small signs. Our mother knew this 
long ago. Now, I know it too. 

Deb D’Amico

Garden Notes    August 22, 2021
Finally, finally, a stretch (brief though it may be) of weather which 
encourages one to be outdoors:  clear skies, low humidity, mod-
erate temperatures.  Notwithstanding the garden has a tired look 
to it (as does the gardener).  Cucumbers and summer squash are 
pretty much a thing of the past, tomatoes winding down, potatoes 
and onions long since harvested.  The principal touches of green 
are provided by the leeks, slowly evolving into bat-sized propor-
tions, and the brassicas, lush but excruciatingly delayed in matur-
ing.  Broccolis are being harvested, but only a couple of cauliflower 
and nary a cabbage or Brussels sprout, both important sources of 
winter ‘greens’.  Butternut squashes are beyond plentiful.  It re-
mains to be seen whether we retrieve them before the deer consume 
them.  By mid-month, while the garden remains productive (frost 
notwithstanding) garlic will be planted.  Continuity.  As well as the 
prevailing optimism that I will be harvesting them next summer.  It 
is my intention, the gods be with me.

It was an outstanding potato year.  Many of them were grown in 
the wettest part of the garden, outperforming other locations.  A 
reasonable expectation is that one might harvest a pound per plant 
from a one-and-one-half ounce seed potato.  The wet patch yielded 
one-and-a-half to two pounds.  The potato gets an unfortunate and 
inappropriate bad rap.  Some consider it a high-calorie food.  It is, 
only if slathered with butter, sour cream, or gravy.  A four-ounce 
boiled potato has eighty-seven calories.  Seven corn chips have 
more.  The potato is a moderate source of Vitamin C and several 
of the B vitamins.  The corn chip has the nutritional value of card-
board.  With almost four bushels in the house, we’ll be consuming 
a high-carb diet this winter.  It replaces, for me, any recipe that calls 
for pasta.  Potatoes with tomato sauce.  Pesto potatoes.  (I have yet 
to attempt potato ‘lasagna’.)

Every year about now (which is garden-planning time) I mumble 
something about cutting back.  I have retreated some, but it’s been 
difficult to abandon patches of ground I have enriched and main-
tained for decades.  It is time.  Tomatoes, cucumbers, and summer 
squash plantings will be significantly reduced.  And there’s no cry-
ing need for four bushels of potatoes.  

The continuing saga of the beans:  the August 1st planting, cov-
ered with mesh, then row cover, and surrounded by fencing, is in 
full flower.  Fingers are crossed.  Rabbits abound throughout Roy-
alston.  I have conversations with no one without the subject of 
rabbits arising.  Part of our garden is enclosed by electrified mesh.  
I have seen rabbits enter and exit through the three inch gaps.  This 
is no wimpy charge.  I’ve been thrown for a loop when I’ve inad-
vertently touched it; I cannot imagine its impact on a wee creature.  
You’d think they’d come to their senses.

Off tomorrow to my annual (sans last year of course) mushroom 
foray in North Carolina.  Damn the covid.  Of course, the airport 
experience, always unpleasant, will be even more so and the proto-
cols in place at the retreat are beyond necessary (we are all obliged 
to be vaccinated but must wear facemasks notwithstanding).  How-
ever, if I wait for a return to normalcy, I’d have a long wait.
        
   Larry Siegel
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The Royalston Community Newsletter is printed by:

Renovations R Us
All Phases of Home Improvement

cell 508-425-0570

MA CS #62476   HIC # 115978
Bob Leblanc, Royalston

 

@HonorsUML 

@honorscollegeuml 

You Tell Me
A free academic enrichment program

www.teamgauss511.com

Take charge of your learning. Let me help you.

Student and adult learners welcome.

Paul A. Montero, P.L.S.
Professional Land Surveyor

101 Northeast Fitzwilliam Rd - PO Box 20
Royalston, Massachusetts 01368

Telephone: (978) 249-5879
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Newsletter Staff
Editor: Beth Gospodarek
Layout and Sponsorships: Stephen Chase
Circulation: Becky Divoll, Maureen Blasco
Treasurer: Maureen Blasco
Staff:  Theresa Quinn, Mary Barclay, Larry Siegel
     Submission deadline for Nov. issue: Oct. 22

   Please Contact Us 
To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classifieds:

 E-mail:  chasegos2@gmail.com
 Mail:  PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368
 Fax:  978-249-3572 (library)
 Phone: 978-249-0358 (newsletter)
 In person: Drop off at library
RCN reserves the right to edit and restrict all submissions. 
This Newsletter is mailed out free of charge to all Royalston 
households as a public service provided by the Friends of the 
Phinehas S. Newton Library with support from the Highland 
Press, the Royalston Cultural Council, our sponsors and the en-
tire community.

Out of Town Subscriptions
are available for $25/calendar year (10 issues)

by mailing a check to: Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton
 Library, PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368

Royalston Resident
Star Route 80
Royalston MA 01368

The Royalston Community Newsletter
Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton Library
PO Box 133
Royalston MA 01368

Whither town offices?
The Raymond Building? Whitney Hall?
Learn the facts and express your views.

Friday, October 8, 6:30-8:30 pm
Town Hall, Second Floor

TURKEY  RAFFLE
Royalston Fish & Game Club 

    Friday, October 29th
7:00 PM

Who are the People in your Neighborhood?...  
Buried in your Neighborhood. ...
 

The Royalston Historical Society presents:

Candlelight  Living-History Tours
 of Olde Center Cemetery 

on Royalston Common

Meet at Old School House #1, 
the Royalston Historical Society Museum

October 23 at 7 - 8 pm 
(Tours leave approx every 20 min.)  

Not a “haunted cemetery”... 
Instead, visitors will encounter the lives behind the headstones.  

Dress for the weather.  

Hot drinks and refreshments served.  


